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THE LEGAL 1S THE RIGHT WAY.

It was the proper way in the police muddle to
bring & test case and have an Interpretation of the
conflicting statutes and ordinances and settle the
matter in a way that wounld be conclusive. This
ig supposed to be a olvilized community, and as
guch subject to the laws. If Inws are defective
the way to do is to enforce them until they can
be in A legal way repealed or amended. TUnless
such a suit had been resorted to the matter would
have come nagging back with monotonous crimi-
nations and re-<criminations to the end of the term
of the present Council,

Apropos—on n geale not much loftier than one
of Councilman Fernstrom's dlssertations, the head
of the Mormon church launched his coarse 1ino-
vectives at lawyers as a class and incidentally at
the profession of the law In the Tabernacle last
Saturday. As the emanation of a seer, prophet
and revelator, it was unlgue at least. It rovealed
a narrowness and malice most contemptible, an
jgnorance most appalling and profound—an {gnor-
ance of the history of the government of the
United States, its Constitution, how It was
framed and how the first rough frame wag giv-
en character, harmony and potency by the law-
yors and judges who have been called upon to
Interpret Its beéarings and scope, and to adjust
differences under it, and how, because of it, the
United States in one hundred and fourteen years
has advanced from nothing to the fore-front of
the nations of the earth.

It was, however, bul natural for the President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saintg to break out as he did. He has never been
held ag famous for his discretlon. The star he
was born under made thig impossible. He grew
up with the idea from the firet that the president
of the Mormon kingdom, earthly as well as spir-
ftual, must be infalllble, that such president has
a right to do ag he may please, whether follow-
ing a revelation or a whim, and sincere fanatic
that he is, he believes that right has descended
upon him, and that no mere man-made laws
ought In the least to interfere with the exerclse
of the heaven-desconded prerogative, Hence when
he stumbles upon an oxact gelence like the law,
which supplies the rules of action to govern so-
clety; he 18 not only amazed but Incensed.

But we hope the young men who heard him
will consider that he spoke in general terms, that

— — -

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, APRIL 11,

—— — — —— -

there are exceptions to all general rules and will
koop in mind that no study, save that of mathe-
matice and the abstract sciences, will so steaay
and expand the brain of a young man as a con-
sclentious study of the law and iis application to
human governments; that no other study, save,
perhaps, that of the engineer, 80 prepares a man
for the carrying on of society and the control of
great industries; that while sometimes the wires
gots crosseld on revelations, n knowledge of aw
iz of every day use no matter what occupation
A man may select or whatever industry he may
pursue. Of course there are shyster lawyers, but
g0 there are shyster doctors, merchants and even
those who hold out that they have consecrated
their lives to the service of the Master, every Jday
find men in their ranks that wera the Master to
come, he would declare that he had never yet
recelved an Introduction to them. Such men are
in =il walks of lile, but they are no argument
against any scloence or any honorable calling,

President Joseph F. Bmith's declaration that
“we will not hurt them, * * * Wa will protect
them,” does not count. It is but a cheap method
of advertising the great forbearance of the Saints.
If anyone tells the truth that is a right under our
laws. 1f anyone slanders saint or sinner there is
a civilized way to deal with the offense. It would
he better to make some legal tests and have the
matter decided as to who are “the liars, the
scoundrels and the goats in sheep’s clothing.”

AS THINGS ARE.

We have been asked: ““Why fight an abstrac-
tion? TUtah is gaining in population, the things
which clash with our Government will, with in-
creasing light, melt away."

Those are not quite the words of our inguisi-
tor, but they convey his Idea.

The answer I8 direct to anyone who has kept
watch of things in Utah or who has learned its
history, and who Is familiar with foreign history.
When men talk about a united rule of church and
state, they forget that when any church is per
mitted to share in the Government of a State it
is precisely as it was with the Arab who on the
stormy night permitted the cameil to push his
head into his tent. He found the camel would
accept nothing less than the whole tent and the
Arab and his family had no home except under
the stars. It must be s50. When one man tells hig
followers that he is God’s accredited agent on
earth and they believe him, that is sufficlent, for
who can fight againgt God or what Is believed to
be God? Very well, where this has been tried
there always follows ignorance and degradation
and poverty for the masses. The more pronounced
the rule the more dense the ignorance, the deep-
er the degradation. When unchecked it means
national degeneration and increased vices,

Turkey is a fair sample, 80 18 a1l Southern
Europe, The men who settled Mexico, Central
and South America were guite the equals In Intel-
lect and courage of the Puritans of New England,
of the Cavallers of Virginin, ‘The cause of the
change was so appavent that when the time came
for the United States to frame a Constitution,
among the most earnest of the mem-
berg of that Constitutional Convention to utterly
sever the functions and the rule of church and

1903,

No. 22.

atate, were the Roman Catholies, The progress
of our country since is perpetual evidence of the
wisdom which guided the dellverations or tnne
convention.

But, notwithatanding that, the Government of
the state of Utah Is absolutely subordinated to
the Churen as was shown by the last election, by
the Iast Legislatare, by the present City Coun-
cell. Party ties count for nothing with
men In  office. Oaths of office count
for nothing. Solemn pledges and the most bind-
ing covenants count for nothing, and any evidence
of Independent thought and action on the part
of Mormon officeholders means that he (s holding
his last office In Utah. ‘This same influence is
spreading and has become so potent in adjacent
statea that it has made cowards of a whole row
of United States Senators from surrounding
stateés, The Church can absgolutely count on the
support of the Nevada, the Idaho, the Wyoming,
and the Colorado Senators for each one ls look
Ing to iuture eiections and all want o be able to
negotinte in this city for fhe solid vote of tlia
Mormon voters in thelr respective states,

Is It not time for some one to enter & protest
ngainst such a state -t affairs? If the evil Is not
cured in this generation it will be 1o a future one
even If it has to be through the wreck and death
and waste of a mighty war,

The man who thinks that the present genera-
tlon is more ylelding here then the former had
better look around. As we estimate the mafter the

present generation has quite as muei
fanaticlsm and vastly less gense than
thelr immediate ancestors. Surely [n no

former year was there ever seen a legisla-
ture more anxious to obey counsel than was the
last one which sdjourned a few weeks ago. No
Mormons In the City Council in ancient days were
mora servile than the Mormons in the present
council. And it Is but elght yedrs since the pres-
ent head of the Mormon church pledged his word
and honor, and did it not, as an Individual, but as
an apostle and member of the First Presidency,
that henceforth the men aud women or nis creem
in Utah should be free; fres to espouce whatever
political principles they might please to, free to
cast an untrammeled vote,

Is it worth while to still believe that there
Is anything like honor fn an institution of that
kind? We tell Gentlles that It Is due to thelr
own gelf-respect to dissolve anything lke politl
cal relatlons with such a people. The superstl
tious faar I8 on the good men in the Organise-
tlon and they are afrald to be men, Hence when
the next elaction draws near it will be the duty
of Gentiles to nominate thelr own candidates and
work for their election, or to hold themselves
aloof and let the Saints fake entire control.

It seems that Apostle Smoot was Invited to at-
tend the Americus c¢lub banquet not withstanding
his square denial of a week ago. Apostle Smoot
secms Lo have at least one most marked gualifica-
tion for an Apostie In the Chureh of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints,

TRANS-SIBERIA.

An eastern paper gives & graphle account of
the first through first-class passenger traln from
Port Arthur to 8t, Petersburg. The traln left




